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[Read Mark 13:1-26] 

 

As we come to Mark 13, we find ourselves in the most difficult passage of 

Mark’s Gospel and one of the most complicated passages of the NT to 

interpret. But rest assured that even through scholars have great debates over 

the timing of events in Mark 13 and how they all fit together and relate to 

one another, the exhortation that Jesus wants us to take to heart is very clear. 

Jesus’ intent in this passage is unquestioned.  

Its somewhat ironic that we should find ourselves in Mark 13 on the first day 

of the new year when so many of us are thinking about the future, wondering 

what it will hold, especially with the winds of change that we feel pressing 

against us in this world. For many, conversations about the future are colored 

by anxiety and fear. What will become of our world, our nation, our 

government, as we watch basic morality trampled underfoot not only by 

secular society but even by some who call themselves “the church?” Have 

we entered the last days? How soon will the end come? How should we 

discern the times in which we live?  

In Mark 13 Jesus encourages and exhorts his disciples as to how they should 

embrace the future. What we will discover is that our greatest concern must 

be not when the end will come, but how to live until then.  Mark 13 has been 

greatly misused as a means of piecing together a timeline of end-time events, 

when Jesus’ intent was much the opposite. The key to preparing for the last 

days is not speculation of the end times, but faithful obedience to the mission 

of the gospel. The heart of Jesus message is this: don’t be discouraged or 

detracted by persecution and imposters—they will come—but remain 

watchful and obedient to advancing the gospel.  

Back in Mark 8:34, Jesus issued the call of discipleship: “If anyone wishes to 

come after Me, He must deny himself, take up his cross and follow Me.” Now 

we see what true discipleship will mean in future days: persistently paying 

the price to take the gospel to the world until Jesus comes. 

Mark 13 calls for readiness and sober-mindedness that keeps believers focused on advancing 

the gospel to all the world, not sidetracked by persecution and or deceived by imposters.  

Destruction of the Temple (vs. 1-4) 

In vs 1 Jesus leaves the temple for good. Beginning in chapter 11, Jesus had 

already inspected, cleansed, and cursed the temple. He had verbally sparred 

with the leaders of the temple who have abused its purpose, and now He 

abandons the temple to prophesy its utter destruction.  

As they leave the temple, one of the disciples remarks, “what wonderful 

stones and what wonderful buildings!” This was no understatement from an 

architectural perspective. Keep in mind that this was not Solomon’s temple, 

but Herod’s temple—its had already been under construction for nearly 50 

years and was still unfinished. It was massive! “Some 325 meters wide [and] 

500 meters long, with a circumference of nearly a mile. The immense thirty-

five-acre enclosure could [have accommodated] 12 football fields.” The 

blocks of stone used in the foundation were enormous. Josephus reports that 

some were 40 cubits in length, which is nearly 60 feet long. While none of 

that size remain, there are foundation stones that can be measured at 42 feet 

long, eleven feet high, fourteen feet deep, weighing over a million pounds—

blocks the size of boxcars! The temple columns were so thick that it took 

three men to reach their arms around them. The sanctuary itself was 50 

meters high.
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Now you see why it was so shocking when Jesus said, “Not one stone will be 

left upon another which will not be torn down” (vs. 2). Not only was this 

structure massive, it was God’s dwelling place—surely He would never 

allow His glory to be tarnished in the destruction of the temple, so they 

thought. When the disciples heard Jesus’ pronouncement of utter destruction, 

they would have equated it with the end of time. Certainly they could think 

of nothing more catastrophic than the destruction of God’s temple.  

And so they ask in vs. 4, when will this happen and what sign will indicate 

that the time has come? Notice that Jesus does not tell them when. He simply 

warns them to not be deceived. Vs 5: “See to it that no one misleads 

you…Vs. 9: but be on your guard” (vs. 5, 9).  
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Don’t Be Misled! (vs. 5-8) 

Jesus is giving a two-fold warning here. First in 5-8, He warns His followers 

to not be misled by the deception of imposters who will come claiming to be 

Christ. He warns them not to be overcome by fear when they hear of wars 

and rumors of wars when nations rise up against nations or when the earth 

travails with earthquakes and famines. These things will happen—they are to 

be expected, but they are not the end.  

 Vs. 7: “that is not yet the end.” 

 Vs. 8: “these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.”  

 

We might summarize this first warning this way: Don’t be misled by 

imposters and don’t be frightened by natural disasters, thinking the end has 

come—this is just the beginning and not yet the end.  

 

Don’t be Caught off guard! (vs. 9-13) 
 

Jesus issues the second warning to be on guard in vs. 9-13, knowing that 

persecution will come—and it will be severe. In vs. 9-10 Jesus warns them 

that they will be arrested and brought before religious and secular authorities 

alike so that they might witness to the gospel [vs. 9-10]. This is necessary 

because the gospel must first be preached to all the nations. But don’t worry, 

He says in vs. 11, when you are arrested and put on trial, the Holy Spirit will 

speak through you in defense of the gospel. Notice here that believers are not 

promised that they will be delivered from antagonistic authorities, but that 

the Holy Spirit will empower them to faithfully declare and defend the 

gospel.  

 

Vs. 12-13 indicate how severely this persecution will cut into family 

relationships: “And brother will deliver brother to death, and a father his 

child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 

And you will be hated by all on account of My name, but the one who 

endures to the end, he shall be saved.  
 

This verse does not mean that the believer will be saved by His own 

perseverance but that his perseverance is evidence of the genuine grace of 

God to sustain him through the severest of trials.  

 

We might summarize this second warning this way: Don’t be caught off 

guard by persecution and don’t worry about how to answer those who arrest 

you—this is necessary for the gospel to go to all the nations and the Holy 

Spirit will help you be faithful to the gospel so that those who persevere to 

the end will be saved.  

 

Jesus message to us in vs. 5-13, is don’t be overly alarmed, thinking the end 

has come, when you experience imposters, wars, natural disasters, and even 

severe persecution.  These things are just the beginning of the labor pains. 

These things should be taken in stride as normal tribulation—they should be 

expected. So don’t be misled; don’t be caught off guard; don’t fear or worry; 

be steadfast in counting the cost of taking the gospel to all the nations.  

 

So I suggest that we can think of vs. 5-13 as normal tribulation to be 

expected in every generation of the church (from the first century until now). 

But there will come a time of great tribulation which Jesus begins to address 

in vs. 14.  

Great Tribulation (vs. 14-23) 

[Vs 14-23] 

The big question that arises here in vs. 14 is, what is the abomination of 

desolation? This term comes from the last three chapters of Daniel
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describing a scandal that would defile and profane the temple leading to 

desolation. Daniel speaks of an Antichrist who would seek to posture himself 

in the place of God. Daniel 11:36 says, “[He] will do as he pleases, and he 

will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak monstrous 

things against the God of gods.” In 2 Thessalonians 2, Paul refers to the 

Antichrist as the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction, “who opposes 

and exalts himself above every so-called god  or object of worship, so that he 

takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.” Paul 

warns us to not be deceived by him.  
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So in Mark 13:14 when Jesus speaks of the abomination of desolation 

standing where it should not be, He is speaking of the Antichrist who is 

seeking to literally take God’s place as the sole object of worship on the 

earth.  

Now, its important to understand that apocalyptic literature like this often has 

multiple levels of fulfillment pointing toward a final, climactic fulfillment. A 

partial fulfillment came in AD 70, when the Roman emperor Titus responded 

to a Jewish revolt by laying siege to Jerusalem and utterly destroying the 

temple, as Jesus predicted.  

When the emperor entered the holy city with His army to erect banners of his 

image, those who remembered Jesus’ words were to flee to the mountains, 

not even taking the time to grab their coats.
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Yet there seems to be yet a future, greater fulfillment of this abomination of 

desolation beyond the destruction of the temple, for Jesus goes on in vs. 19-

20 to describe a tribulation so severe that it would far surpass any atrocity 

this earth has ever seen—so severe that no one would survive apart from 

God’s supernatural intervention to suddenly bring it to an end. [vs. 19-20]  

Jesus goes on in vs. 21-23 to warn us that false Christs will again arise during 

those days of great tribulation, offering false hope to lead many astray. His 

main concern is not for us to understand the full timing of these events but to 

“take heed” (vs 23) and not be led astray in such vulnerable days.  

The questions might be asked, but how will we know when Christ Himself 

returns. How will His return be distinguished among all the false Christs? Vs. 

24-37 go on to describe the distinguishing marks of His return which we will 

look at next week.  

The burden of Jesus message in Mark 13 is not for us get preoccupied with 

the when, trying to discern signs of the times. His burden is for us to be alert, 

clear- minded, keeping ourselves from deception, staying focused on 

advancing the gospel to all the nations.  

Seven times in this chapter alone, Jesus exhorts us to vigilant.  
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� Vs. 5: “See to it that no one misleads you” 

� Vs. 9: “Be on your guard” 

� Vs. 13: “the one who endures to the end will be saved.”  

� Vs. 23: “take heed” 

� Vs. 33: “take heed, keep on the alert” 

� Vs. 35: “therefore, be on the alert” 

�  Vs. 37: “be on the alert”  

 

Our greatest need for watchfulness is not for signs of the times but for the 

safe-keeping of our own hearts in steadfastly following Christ.  

 

Taking it Home 
 

So what can we take way by way of application? 

 

1) We must stay focused on our mission of the gospel (vs. 10). This 

must be our great preoccupation. It is the reason for which we will 

suffer persecution. It is our goal for the gospel to be preached to all 

the nations. To this end God will allow many to be arrested and tried 

so that the witness of the gospel can advance to all people. The 

gospel must be the primary motivation of all that we do as a church. 

All of us must be intentionally developing relationships for the 

purpose sharing the gospel. 

 

2) We must keep nurturing our hearts and minds for mature faith 

and discernment (vs. 5, 9). This is now we guard ourselves and see 

to it that no one misleads us. We must not only know the Word, we 

must be daily applying its work of sanctification to our hearts and 

minds daily so that our thoughts and desires reflect God’s rather than 

the world’s. (Some of us here would not endure such deception for 

lack of knowing the truth of the Word) 

 

3) We must not be overly alarmed by what we see happening in the 

world around us (vs 7, 11). Oh yes, we must be attentive, but the 

times in which we live should not lead to a paralyzing fear. They 

should rather motivate greater urgency for gospel ministry. We fear 

persecution, and yet Jesus not only told us to not be taken off guard. It does 



not threatened God’s purposes but actually confirms that God is fulfilling 

work that He has promised to do in graciously taking the gospel to all the 

nations.  

 

4) We must not grow disillusioned by “normal” tribulation.  God 

will work through our suffering just as He did His greatest work 

through Christ’s suffering. So we press on with the good news of the 

gospel, knowing it will be costly, and strengthening ourselves in the 

hope of His return.  

 

Communion: I Corinthians 11:23-32 

Bread: personal cleansing 

Cup: To the nations � we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes!  


